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Introduction  
Welcome to our SEND Information report. Hilltop Primary Academy is a fully 

inclusive mainstream primary and Nursery School, with Enhanced Resource 

School.  We treat each child as a unique individual regardless of their gender, 

ethnicity, social background, religion, physical ability or special educational needs 

or disability.   

  

The SEND Information Report uses the LA Local Offer to meet the needs of pupils 

with SEND as determined by school policy, and the provision that the school is 

able to meet. Some of this information is included in our SEND Policy (Clause 65 

of the SEN Code of Practice 2014). This report gives you information regarding the 

ways in which we ensure we support all of our pupils with Special Educational 

Needs and Disabilities in order that they can achieve their full potential.   

 

What are the Admissions Arrangements for Pupils with SEND? 

Our Admission Policy follows the agreed Derbyshire LA Admissions Policy.  Usual 

admission arrangements will be followed for pupils with ‘SEN or Disabilities’.  We 

endeavour to be a fully inclusive school.  All our children will be treated according 

to their needs in line with the school policy for ‘Equalities and Diversity’ policy.  No 

pupil will be denied admission because of gender, race, physical ability or 

academic achievement.  We will take all steps possible to provide effective 

educational provision.  Where a pupil has a particular need e.g. wheelchair 

access, the Senior Leadership Team will ensure that reasonable adjustments are 

made for that pupil’s need to be fully met. 

 

What are the areas of need?  
At Hilltop Primary Academy we support a diverse range of Special Educational 

Needs and pride ourselves on the nurture that we offer every individual child in our 

care.  The broad areas of Special Educational Needs catered for at Hilltop Primary 

Academy are: 

  



Communication and  
Interaction   

Cognition and Learning   Social, Emotional and  
Mental Health  

Difficulties   

Sensory and/or  
Physical  
Needs   

• Speech, language 

and communication 

needs   

• Difficulty saying 

what they want 

because of poor   

articulation or use of 

language   

• Difficulty in   
understanding what 

is being said to them   

• Difficulty in   
understanding or 

using  

social rules of   

communication   
• Children with Autistic 

Spectrum Disorders 

including Asperger’s 

Syndrome or Autism 

which impacts on 

social 

communication.   

• Learning at a slower 

pace than their 

peers, even though 

the work is  adapted 

for their needs   

• Levels of difficulty 

may vary and 

include moderate   

learning difficulties 

(MLD), Severe   
learning difficulties 

(SLD) and profound 

and multiple 

learning difficulties 

(PMLD)   

• Specific learning 

difficulty (SpLD). 

This affects one or 

more specific 

aspects of learning 

e.g. dyslexia, 

dyscalculia, and 

dyspraxia.   

• Children who are 

withdrawn   

• Children displaying 

challenging, 

disruptive or 

disturbing 

behaviours   

• Children who have 

mental health 

difficulties, such as 

anxiety, depression 

or self-harming   

• Children with 

attention deficit 

disorder (ADD), 

attention deficit 

hyperactive disorder 

(ADHD) or 

attachment disorder.   

• Vision impairment   
• Hearing impairment   

• Multi- 

sensory impairment   

• Physical disability   

   

   

  

How are children with SEND identified at Hilltop Primary Academy?  
At different times in their school life, a child may have a Special Educational Need. 

The Code of Practice 2014 defines SEN as follows:   

   

 “A child or young person has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability 

which calls for special education provision to be made for him or her. A child of 

compulsory school age or a young person has learning difficulty or disability if he 

or she:   

a) Has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others 

the same age, or   

b) Has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of 

facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in 

mainstream schools or mainstream post 16-institutions”   

   

Where pupils’ progress is significantly slower than that of their peers, or fails to 

match their previous rates of progress, despite high quality teaching targeted at 

specific areas of difficulty, it may be that the child has SEN. Information will be 



gathered, including seeking the view of parents and the pupil, as well as from 

teachers and assessments.   

   

There can be many reasons for pupils ‘falling behind.’ These may include 

absences, attending lots of different schools, difficulties with speaking English, or 

worries that distract from learning. We understand that children who experience 

these barriers to learning are vulnerable. This does not mean that all vulnerable 

pupils have SEND. Only those with a learning difficulty that requires special 

educational provision will be identified as having SEND.   

   

When deciding whether to make special educational provision, a meeting will be 

arranged between the SENCO and class teacher to consider all the information 

gathered from within the school.    

  

How is my child involved in his/her own learning and decisions made 

about his/her education?  

We recognise that all pupils have the right to be involved in making decisions and 

exercising choice (SEN Code of Practice 2014). Where appropriate all pupils are 

involved in monitoring and reviewing their progress. We endeavour to fully involve 

all pupils by encouraging them to:  

• State their views about their education and learning   

• Identify their own needs   

• Share in individual target setting   

• Self-review their progress and set new targets   

  

The class teacher, TA or SENCO will talk with your child to find out their views. 

They might ask what the child finds easy or hard, who the child goes to for help, 

what the child’s interests in and out of school are or what the child feels they need 

help with. Your child’s class teacher will help your child to create a One-Page 

Profile. 

  

In addition, pupils who are identified as having SEND will be 

invited to participate in:   

• Learning Plan Reviews and setting Learning Plan outcomes   

• Regular meetings with class teacher or teaching assistant   

• Working with adults in small groups and one-to-one sessions   

• Annual reviews  

   

How will I be involved with planning for and supporting my child’s 

learning?  

Following discussion with parents about the child’s needs, it may be agreed that 

your child is put on the school’s SEND register. The child will be placed on the 

register at ‘SEN support’. Support which is additional and different to that which is 

provided through ‘quality first teaching’.   



   

A Learning Plan with individual targets will be written, in consultation with the 

child’s class teacher, the SENCO, child and parents. This plan describes what 

additional support is required for the child (from the school and the parents) in 

order for them to succeed. The Learning Plan is reviewed each term and parents 

will be invited in to school to discuss it. At these meetings progress and targets will 

be shared and reviewed.   

  

How are children with SEND supported?  

If a pupil is identified as having SEND, we provide support that is ‘additional to’ or   

‘different from’ the differentiated approaches and learning arrangements normally 

provided as part of high quality, personalised teaching intended to overcome the 

barrier to their learning. This support is set out in the pupil’s learning plan. When 

providing support that is ‘additional to’ or ‘different from’ we engage in a four-stage 

process:  

Assess, Plan, Do, Review:  

  

This additional support, ‘intervention’, will be tailored to meet the child’s needs, 

and will target the area of difficulty. This support may be provided in class or in 

another area of the school, on a 1:1 basis or as part of a small group of pupils with 

similar needs. These ‘interventions’ may be run by a teacher, HLTA or a trained 

teaching assistant. The support provided, and its impact in class, will be monitored 

closely and shared regularly with the child and with their parents or carers.   

   

For a small number of pupils, their needs may require access to technology e.g. 

modified ICT equipment, recording devices etc.   

Listed below are a few of the wide variety of interventions and support we use in 

school:   

• Little Wandle SEND provision or catch up sessions 

• Precision Teaching  

• ECAT   

• Nurture group   

• Positive Play   

• Sensory Room  

• Memory magic 

• Snip 

• Action words 

• Sensory Breaks   

  

We also have several dedicated SEND bases in school- The Rainbow Room- a 

classroom which allows children to follow their individual timetables supported by 

highly skilled teaching assistants. Nurture also takes place in this room. The 

sensory room has resources to allow both timetabled and adhoc sessions to take 

place with a variety of children.   

 

   



How do we support children with SEND?  

There are a range of ways that pupils with SEND are supported in class:   

a) Class teacher input, via excellent targeted classroom teaching (Quality 

First Teaching).   

For your child this would mean:   

• That the teacher has the highest possible expectations for your child and all 

pupils in their class.   

• That all teaching is built on what your child already knows, can do and can 

understand.   

• That different ways of teaching are in place, so that your child is fully 

involved in learning in class. This may involve things like using more 

practical learning.   

• That specific strategies (which may be suggested by the SENCO) are in 

place to support your child to learn.   

   

Your child’s teacher will have carefully checked on your child’s progress and will 

have decided that your child has a gap or gaps in their understanding/learning and 

needs some extra support to help them make the best possible progress.   

   

Specific group work   

Intervention which may be:   

• Run in the classroom or a group room.   

• Run by a teacher, HLTA or a teaching assistant (TA).   

   

b) Specialist groups run by outside agencies, e.g. Speech and Language 

therapy.   

  

This means a pupil has been identified by the SENCO/class teacher as needing 

some extra specialist support in school from a professional outside the school.  

This may be from:   

• Local Authority central services, such as the ASD Outreach Team or 

Behaviour Support Team, visual impairment, physiotherapists, occupational 

therapist and physical impairment team.  

• Outside agencies such as the Education Psychology Service (EPS).   

   

c) Specified Individual support   

While the majority of pupils with SEND will have their needs met in the ways 

detailed above, some may require more support. The SEND Code of Practice says 

that schools and settings are not expected to meet the full costs of support. They 

are expected to use their ‘normally available resources’ and after that the local 

authority should provide additional top-up funding.  For children in the nursery, 

Early Years SEN Inclusion Fund can be requested and for children in school, 

inclusion funding can be requested.     

   

For children whose learning needs are severe, complex and lifelong an EHC 

needs assessment may be carried out to determine whether it is necessary for the  



Local Authority to make provision in accordance with an Education, Health and 

Care Plan (EHCP). This means your child will have been identified by 

professionals as needing a particularly high level of individual or small-group 

teaching. This type of support is available for children with specific barriers to 

learning that cannot be overcome through Quality First Teaching and intervention 

groups (“Including All Children” documentation from LA).   

   

Your child may also need specialist support in school from a professional outside 

the school. This may be from:   

• Local Authority central services such as the Autism Outreach Team, 

Behaviour Support or Support Services for Special Educational Needs 

• Outside agencies such as the Speech and Language Therapy (SALT) 

Service   

   

Supporting children who are looked after and have special educational needs:   

   

• In addition to the above, meetings are held for children who are looked after 

by the local authority and a Personal Education Plan (PEP) is completed.   

• These meetings are attended by all agencies involved with the child to 

discuss Personal Learning Plans and to look closely at the provision, 

progress and wellbeing of the child. Their views are a vital part of the 

process. These meetings take place termly and a plan of action is produced 

alongside a provision map. The meeting contents, agreed actions, targets 

and voice of the child are shared with all agencies.    

   

Our SEND Policy will give you the information you need about how we make 

provision for all pupils with SEND. This is available on our school website or from 

the school office. If you would like to discuss our SEND provision or find out more, 

please contact Mr Hooley through the school office.   

  

How is extra support allocated to children?  

The school budget includes money for supporting children with SEND.   

   

The Headteacher decides on the deployment of resources for Special Educational 

Needs and Disabilities in consultation with the school governors, on the basis of 

the needs in the school.   

   

The Headteacher and the SENCO (where these are separate) discuss all the 

information they have about SEND in the school including:   

• The children who currently receive additional support   

• The children needing extra support   

• The children who have been identified as not making as much progress as 

would be expected and decide what resources/training and support is 

needed   



• The child’s view will be sought informally and for review meetings in the 

form of creating a one-page profile.   

   

The needs of pupils are identified on a school provision map which for SEND 

pupils identifies all resources, training and support. When your child is put onto the 

SEN register, they are registered at ‘SEN support’.    

  

How do staff check and review the progress of children with SEND?  
Children are assessed on a daily basis, however each half term teachers formally 

review children’s progress and attainment; next steps are decided during Pupil 

Progress meetings.    

   

Teachers meet with parents to discuss the progress made by children with SEN at 

least once a term. At these meetings progress and targets will be shared and 

reviewed. Parents can bring family members or friends to review meetings, or 

contact Derbyshire Information Advice and Support Service (DIAS) for advice and 

support.   

   

We also communicate with you regularly through our reading record diaries and by 

telephone. In addition to review meetings and twice yearly parent’s evenings you 

will also receive an annual school report in July of each year.   

   

The progress of children with an Education Health Care Plan (EHCP) will be 

formally reviewed at an Annual Review with all adults involved with the child’s 

education.     

  

The SENCO will also check that your child is making good progress within any 

individual work and in any group that they take part in via the use of Provision 

maps and Pupil Progress Meetings.   

   

Regular book scrutiny and lesson observations are carried out by members of the 

Senior Leadership Team to ensure that the needs of all children are met and that 

the quality of teaching and learning is high.    

  

What adaptations are made to the curriculum and the learning 

environment of children with SEND?  
Differentiated teaching through the ‘Waves of intervention’:   

Wave 1: Quality first, inclusive teaching   

Wave 2: Wave 1 plus additional, time-limited, tailored intervention support 

programmes  

Wave 3: Wave 1 and 2, plus increasingly individualised programmes.   

   

Learning Plans identify any adaptations which may need to be made to the 

curriculum or learning environment to meet the child’s needs. Adaptations to 

curriculum or learning environment may be made to remove barriers to learning 

including:   



 

• Sitting at the front of the classroom   

• Using enlarged resources   

• Use of ICT   

• Visual timetables provided   

• Personal work space    

   

In terms of adaptations to the learning environment we feel our school is safe and we strive 

to make it welcoming to the whole community. All safeguarding procedures and risk 

assessments are in place and adhered to by all staff. An accessibility plan is in place and 

available from our school website.  In daily practice we ensure that classroom and extra-

curricular activities encourage the participation of all pupils, including those categorised as 

having Special Educational Needs.  Staff make necessary adjustments in order that disabled 

pupils should have equal access to the curriculum.   

 

How accessible is the school environment? 

  

• As a school we are happy to discuss individual access requirements.  We work 

closely with the physical impairment team and the occupational therapist team to 

provide adaptations to the school environment when necessarily. 

• We have handrails fitted to all slops 

• There is a disabled toilet with changing bed facilities. 

• There are wide doors for access in and around the building. 

• There are door guards on the main doors throughout school. 

 

How are pupils included in activities outside the classroom including school trips? 

 

At Hilltop Primary Academy every child has the opportunity to access trips. 

Provision is again highly differentiated and if for example an activity is not deemed 

appropriate alternative activities are organised.    

   

Risk assessments are written and shared prior to external visits. Vulnerable children 

are identified on any risk assessment. Any support identified is arranged as needed, 

e.g. 1-1, small group. No child is excluded from activities at Hilltop Primary Academy. 

 

 

How are pupils emotional and social skills developed?  
At Hilltop Primary Academy we feel that all children’s emotional and social 

development is important.  All children participate in Personal, Social and health 

lessons (PSHE) in their classes.  However, for children with specific social, mental 

or emotional health difficulties we offer ‘Boxall Profile Assessment Tool’ for 

planning interventions which may include:   

• Nurture group sessions   

• Lego Therapy    

• Sensory room activities.    



• Social stories   

• Additional visual and verbal support timetables   

• Workstations   

• Visual support using PECs    

 

  

How does Hilltop Primary Academy evaluate the effectiveness of 

provision for pupils with Special Educational Needs?  
Any interventions used will be those that are proven to make a difference for most 

pupils.  A baseline assessment will take place at the beginning of an intervention- 

this will provide the point of reference for measuring progress made by a child- 

and a target outcome set. Regular reviews will take place to ensure that the 

intervention is having the intended effect. Should progress be less than 

anticipated, consideration will be given to adapting the frequency and/or intensity. 

The termly reviews will involve children and their parents or carers, as well as 

class teachers, and a record kept of agreed actions.   

   

Where difficulties persist despite high quality interventions and appropriate 

adjustments, advice and support may be requested from other professionals, with 

the parent’s consent. This might involve: Speech and Language Therapy services, 

Occupational Therapist, Physiotherapist, Educational Psychologist or health 

services such as a paediatrician.   

   

Where a child has an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) there will be an 

annual review held in addition to the termly review meetings, taking into account 

the views of the child, their parent or carer, and all other professionals involved 

with the child.   

  

Who are the best people in school to talk to about SEND?  
If you are unsure who to approach, please have an initial chat with your child’s 

class teacher.   

   

Your child’s class teacher is responsible for:   

• Checking on the progress of your child and identifying, planning and 

delivering any additional help your child may need (this could be targeted or 

additional support) and letting the SENCO know as necessary.   

• Writing Learning Plans sharing and reviewing these with parents at least 

once each term and planning for the next term.   

• Personalised teaching and learning for your child as identified on the school 

provision maps where necessary.   

• Overseeing support that TAs provide for your child.   

• Ensuring that you (the parent/carer) are involved in supporting your child’s 

learning.   

  

 

You can also talk to our SENCO Mr Hooley. The SENCO is responsible for:   



• Developing and reviewing the school’s SEND policy.   

• Co-ordinating all the support for children with special educational needs or 

disabilities (SEND).    

• Providing specialist support for teachers and support staff in the school, so 

that they can help children with SEND in the school to achieve the best 

progress possible.    

• Ensuring that you are involved in supporting your child’s learning by being 

kept informed about the support your child is getting and being involved in 

reviewing how they are doing.    

• Liaising with all the other people who may be coming in to school to help 

support your child’s learning, e.g. Speech and Language Therapy, 

Educational Psychology.   

• Updating the school’s SEND register (a system for ensuring that all the 

SEND needs of pupils in this school are known) and making sure that 

records of your child’s progress and needs are kept.    

  

You are also welcome to talk to our headteacher- Mr Darren Hooley, who is 

responsible for:   

The day to day management of all aspects of the school.    

• Making sure that the Governing Body is kept up to date about issues 

relating to SEND.   

• The Headteacher will give responsibility to the SENCO and class teachers, 

but is still responsible for ensuring that your child’s needs are met.    

   

Lucy Temple is the SEND Governor, she takes a special interest in SEND and meets 

with the SENCO.  

  

How are the adults in school helped to work with children with SEND 

and what training have they received?  
The SENCO supports class teachers in planning for pupils with SEND.   

   

All of the teachers at Hilltop Primary Academy are qualified and our school strives 

to provide high quality teaching and learning for all children, including those with 

SEND. The school provides training and support to enable all staff to improve the 

teaching and learning of children, including those with SEND. Training needs are 

continually being identified and addressed. This may include whole school training 

on SEND issues or to support identified groups of pupils in school, such as autism, 

dyslexia, sensory processing difficulties, visual impairment etc.   

   

Teachers and support staff attend training courses run by outside agencies that are 

relevant to the needs of specific children in their class.  Our Teaching Assistants 

also have a range of expertise in a variety of specialised areas including autism, 

complex needs and behavioural needs.  Staff also work closely with specialists from 

external support services who may provide advice or direct support as appropriate.  
   



Who else provides services in school for children with SEND?  
The range of agencies and support services school works with include, but are not 

limited to:   

• Educational Psychology   

• Behaviour Support Service   

• Speech and Language Therapy   

• Occupational Therapy   

• Physiotherapy   

• Support Service for Special Educational Needs   

• Autism Outreach   

• Child and Adolescent Mental Health   

• School Nurse   

• Support services for Physical Impairment   

• Support services for Visual Impairment   

• Derbyshire Early Help team   

  

How will you help my child make a successful move into the next class 

or another school?   

Transition is a part of life for all pupils, whether that involves moving to a new class 

or moving to a new school. We recognised that transition is an important time for 

all children, but especially so for a child with SEND. Consequently, we work 

closely with parents, children and staff to ensure these transitions run as smoothly 

as possible.    

   

Planning for transitions within the schools will take place in the summer term; 

arrangements for transition to secondary school for pupils with SEND will be 

planned according to individual needs.   

   

During year 6, information- previously agreed with parents- will be shared with the 

SENCO of their next school. This information will outline needs and support that 

has proven effective. Where possible children will visit their new school on several 

occasions and, in some cases, staff from the new school will visit him or her at 

Hilltop Primary Academy or staff from Hilltop Primary Academy will accompany the 

child on visits to their new school.   

  
 

What is the Derbyshire Local Offer?   

The Children and Families Bill was enacted in September 2014. From this date Local 

Authorities (LA) and schools are required to publish and keep under review 

information about services they expect to be available for children and young people 

with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) aged 0-25. The Local 

Authority refer to this as the ‘Local Offer’.     

   



The intention of the Local Offer is to improve choice and transparency for families. 

It is also an important resource for parents in understanding the range of services 

and provision in the local area. The Derbyshire Local Offer can be accessed here:   

   

http://www.derbyshiresendlocaloffer.org/    

  

http://www.derbyshiresendlocaloffer.org/
http://www.derbyshiresendlocaloffer.org/
http://www.derbyshiresendlocaloffer.org/

